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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-7, and 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brunts (US Patent 5,887,269). 

3. With respect to claim 1 , Brunts discloses a guest data management method for a 
navigation system, comprising the following steps of: 

creating a guest database which stores at least information on guests and 
information on destinations associated with the guests (Brunts: Column 3, lines 65-67; 
Column 4, lines 1-3; Column 7, lines 1-10; Figure 10); 

editing the guest database by modifying the information stored in the database or 
adding new information to the database (Brunts: Column 14, lines 14-25 and lines 52- 
64); and 

retrieving information from the guest database for determining a destination for a 
travel with one of the guests whose information is stored in the database (Brunts: 
Column 2, lines 56-59; Column 7, lines 1-10; Figure 8d). 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,167 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2164 

4. With respect to claim 2, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said database includes information as to whether a 
particular guest is pleased or the guest shows favorable opinion on a particular 
destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; Here the 
user can save destination related information, which can include comments about if 
user or guest was pleased about the destination). 

5. With respect to claim 3, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said database includes information on persons involved in a 
travel to the destination including a user of the navigation system or a driver of a vehicle 
used for the travel to the destination (Brunts: Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; Here 
the database containing information has several categories of destination data, which 
can contain information about persons involved in travel to the destination). 

6. With respect to claim 4, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said database includes information created by a user based 
on personal impression of a particular destination acquired when the user visited the 
destination or evaluation of the destination by the user (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 
and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the information user saves can include 
information about personal impressions relating to different destinations). 



7. 



With respect to claim 5, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
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defined in claim 1 , wherein said database includes information created by a user based 
on impression or opinion expressed by a particular guest when the user and the guest 
visited the destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 
52-64; Here the information user saves can include information about personal or guest 
impressions relating to different destinations). 

8. With respect to claim 6, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of creating the guest database includes a step of 
storing relevant information through a manual input process made by a user (Brunts: 
Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the user manually 
enters the information using an input device). 

9. With respect to claim 7, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of creating the guest database includes a step of 
automatically storing information available through a normal operation of the navigation 
system including a name of a destination, address of the destination, and a time and 
date of visiting the destination (Brunts: Column 15, lines 5-16; Column 16, lines 61-67; 
Here address, time and date related to the destinations are automatically provided by 
the navigation system or device). 

10. With respect to claim 9, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
for a navigation system, comprising: 
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means for creating a guest database which stores at least information on guests 
and information on destinations associated with the guests (Brunts: Column 3, lines 65- 
67; Column 4, lines 1-3; Column 7, lines 1-10; Figure 10); 

means for editing the guest database by modifying the information stored in the 
database or adding new information to the database (Brunts: Column 14, lines 14-25 
and lines 52-64); and 

means for retrieving information from the guest database for determining a 
destination for a travel with one of the guests whose information is stored in the 
database (Brunts: Column 2, lines 56-59; Column 7, lines 1-10; Figure 8d). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 10, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information as to whether a 
particular guest is pleased or the guest shows favorable opinion on a particular 
destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; Here the 
user can save destination related information, which can include comments about if 
user or guest was pleased about the destination). 

12. With respect to claim 1 1 , Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information on persons involved 
in a travel to the destination including a user of the navigation system or a driver of a 
vehicle used for the travel to the destination (Brunts: Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; 
Here the database containing information has several categories of destination data, 
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which can contain information about persons involved in travel to the destination). 

13. With respect to claim 12, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information created by a user 
based on personal impression of a particular destination acquired when the user visited 
the destination or evaluation of the destination by the user (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 
and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the information user saves can include 
information about personal impressions relating to different destinations). 

14. With respect to claim 13, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information created by a user 
based on impression or opinion expressed by a particular guest when the user and the 
guest visited the destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, 
lines 52-64; Here the information user saves can include information about personal or 
guest impressions relating to different destinations). 

15. With respect to claim 14, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein means for creating the guest database includes means 
for storing relevant information through a manual input process made by a user (Brunts: 
Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the user manually 
enters the information using an input device). 
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16. With respect to claim 15, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said means for creating the guest database includes 
means for automatically storing information available through a normal operation of the 
navigation system including a name of a destination, address of the destination, and a 
time and date of visiting the destination (Brunts: Column 15, lines 5-16; Column 16, 
lines 61-67; Here address, time and date related to the destinations are automatically 
provided by the navigation system or device). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 8, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brunts (US Patent 5,887,269) in view of Isaac (US Publication 2005/0159889). 

19. With respect to claim 8, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1, however, does not disclose expressly wherein said step of creating 
the guest database includes a step of storing information available through an extended 
function of the navigation system including road condition, traffic condition, or weather 
condition during a travel to a destination when the navigation system includes 
appropriate sensors or a wireless communication means to acquire information on such 
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conditions. 

The Isaac reference, however, discloses providing road conditions, traffic 
condition, or weather condition through an extended function of the navigational system 
and the navigational system including appropriate sensors or a wireless communication 
means to acquire information on such conditions (Isaac: paragraph 15, lines 5-13; 
Figure 2; Paragraph 20, lines 1-13; Paragraph 21, lines 1-16). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art, to have included storing information about road condition, traffic 
condition, or weather condition during travel to a destination in a navigation system 
using appropriate means. 

The suggestion or motivation of doing so would be for an improved approach for 
incorporating an individual's knowledge when determining an optimal route via an 
electronic navigation system (Isaac: Paragraph 14, lines 1-3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to have combined Brunts and Isaac for 
the benefit of an improved navigation system. 

20. With respect to claim 16, Brunts in view of Isaac discloses a guest data 
management apparatus as defined in claim 9, wherein said means for creating the 
guest database includes means for storing information available through an extended 
function of the navigation system including road condition, traffic condition, or weather 
condition during a travel to a destination when the navigation system includes 
appropriate sensors or a wireless communication means to acquire information on such 
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conditions (Isaac: paragraph 15, lines 5-13; Figure 2; Paragraph 20, lines 1-13; 
Paragraph 21, lines 1-16). 

Conclusion 

21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Ohno reference (US Patent 7,043,358) teaches about a 
updatable navigation system. The Stankoulov reference (US Patent 7,043,357) teaches 
about extensible navigation systems. The Ohishi reference (US Patent 6,385,535) 
teaches about a navigation system. The Endo reference (US Publication 2005/0125234) 
teaches about flagged locations. The Kynast reference (US Publication 2005/0234617) 
teaches about a driver support system. The Cotter reference (US Publication 
2006/0053090) teaches about personalizing user content. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rezwanul Mahmood whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5625. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571)272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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